Hi All,
Mike and I have just returned from our adventure to the island of Bonaire located in the Dutch Caribbean near Aruba & Curacao.  We had no problems getting there except when we landed in Puerto Rico we had a long wait over and because of mechanical repairs the flight to Bonaire was delayed even longer.  We finally got to Bonaire and because of our late arrival the rental car place was closed so we hailed a taxi to take us to our condo at the Sand Dollar Condominiums.

Our condo #F13 was a very nice fully equipped condo with air conditioning, refrigerator, electric stove, microwave and lots of pots, pans, dishes and some spices and such to use.  We set up housekeeping and found some grocery stores.  I don’t read Dutch but figured out how to cook frozen items we purchased by looking at the pictures.  We figured out the stove and I cooked most of the time.  Made lots of creative things like BBQ rubbed pork chops, garlic and butter sauce spaghetti, Prego spaghetti, hamburgers, grilled pita sandwiches, fried potatoes and onions, roasted potatoes, salad with chopped salami and cheese, frozen fish and soup.  We found lots of good cookies, ice-cream and some other bakery goods.  We went out for dinner a few times; steak house called Patagonia Argentinean Restaurant located by the water; Richard’s Restaurant located by the water and Mona Lisa Bar & Restaurant located in town.  We ordered pizza twice from the same place called Pasa Bon Pizza.
Our condo was a great place to stay…..away from town so it was quiet and comfortable.  We were on the ground floor so we had a patio that was landscaped with rocks, flowers and cacti.  We could hang our wet bathing suits, and gear out to dry on the porch.  I found it to be a nice place to read and relax with the view of the water right in front of me.  We started placing a small yellow dish with sugar water out on the porch for two local bananaquits that loved to swoop down to sip the sugar water….we had lizards come to the back door looking into our room.  We saw other birds, such as the Caribbean parakeet, yellow-shouldered parrot, pigeons, crested caracara, white-tailed hawk, saffron finch, mockingbird, frigate bird, brown pelican, brilliant pink-orange plumed flamingo colonies, egrets, great blue heron, sandpiper, plover, laughing gull, least tern, royal tern, yellow warbler, Wilson’s warbler, ruby-topaz hummingbird & the tricolored heron.
Every night Mike and I would grab a beverage, mine wine, Mike’s beer and go to view the sunset.  I saw the green flash of the sunset twice!  Other nights the sunset was great, but the green flash was not visible but great aftermaths creating a lit up pink sky.   Lots of Bonaire whiptail lizards also known as the “blue-tailed lizard”, other lizard species, included large spiny-tailed and green iguanas, the Bonaire anole, and geckos.  Had a cute one inch lizard in our condo that was determined to come home with us always hanging out in our snorkel duffel bag.  We liked throwing slices of bread out and watch gangs of lizards run to get the bread which resulted in a BIG lizard ball of hungry lizards fighting over who got to run off with the slice.  We laughed when I spotted a large iguana on top of a tin roofed building at Jive City sunning himself without a care in the world.  The ever present wind was blowing through his spiny tail making it appear to be soft and pliable.  
On Bonaire there is an ever present wind!  No need for hair dryers just go outside and air dry your wet hair. On the west side of the island the wind is not as strong making snorkeling easier.  It was nice just feeling the breeze and watching the palm trees sway.  The wind on the east side of the island could be strong and create large waves that crashed onto the rocky shores.  There was a company in town called Larry's Wild Side Diving, the only specialized operation diving the East coast of Bonaire where the winds are strong.
Some nice resort shops line the downtown area.  We popped into a few of them to have a look.  At night we walked around the town by the water where a huge cruise ship was docked….holding at least 3,000 people we were told.  We were snorkeling with Renee when the cruise ship was leaving…the ship sounded it’s horn and we heard people cheering as it cruised it’s way out of the harbor.  

Dive companies were everywhere!  We saw divers gathering on the docks to go out diving on special boat trips and divers leaving from the docks directly into the water. Divers could enter the water from many many off shore diving spots located around the island marked by named yellow rocks corresponding with a local map.   Mike and I have not studied diving and therefore amused ourselves with snorkeling.  We would watch the divers underneath us while snorkeling …. the air from their tanks rising up through the water to the surface was fun to catch in our hands.  We would ride around in our rental car and locate the yellow rocks with names that were indicated on the map to be snorkeling friendly.  We snorkeled at least twice a day or more at different places sometimes returning to our favorites.  We snorkel at: 1,000 steps, Weber’s Joy/Witches Hut, Jeff Davis Memorial, Andrea I & II, Front Porch, Pink Beach, Oil Slick Leap, Bari, Klein Bonaire beach, Playa Funchi, Wayaka II, Boka Slagbaai, Kalabas Reef & in the mangroves with the Mangrove Info & Kayak Center guides.
We went kayaking with the Mangrove Info & Kayak Center guide that allowed us to snorkel in an area that allowed us to see the roots of the mangroves and the sponges that grow on the roots.  Many species of fish were in the mangroves one called a Scorpion fish that you don’t want to step on or touch!!!  From the kayak center you can visit the Butterfly farm that is just being built.  A large outdoor net building is completed with many butterflies free to fly among flowers, bushes and a large manmade pool with a waterfall in the middle.  A cabinet holds the cocoons and new butterflies emerge before your eyes.  One newly born butterfly flew off and landed on my shirt and thought I was its mother for a while. 

Donkeys and goats run wild on the island.  The donkeys walking on the roads are causing traffic accidents so the island is ordering them to be rounded up.  The ancestors of these animals were originally brought to the island as beasts of burden and to work in the great salt pans that form almost one quarter of Bonaire land mass. When machinery replaced the donkeys, they were set free to fend for themselves. One place called Donkey Sanctuary built an enclosed sanctuary for the donkeys, they take care of over 300 donkeys.  The day we went there they were closing but a woman told us about the sanctuary and invited us to return the following day.  
Mike and I made reservations for three other activities.  One was with a Dutch couple to go on their two dip snorkel trip on the boat called the Sea Cow…a mooo-ving experience…the boat was a renovated old fruit boat….the horn sounded like a cow mooing!  We went day and night snorkeling with a good local resident named Renee.  She specializes in fish ID and night snorkels.  We picked us up at our condo and took us to her favorite spots.  She showed us lobsters, shrimps, octopus, Christmas tree worms, a black sea horse, sea slugs and many different species of fish.  We observed sea life in places that I found strange such as old engine blocks and old submerged tires.  At the Sand dollar man made artificial reef balls were made out of cement and submerged in the reef for the fish and sea life to use.  It was interesting seeing the bottom of boats, anchors and ruins of old docks….much sea life using it to make new homes.
The reef was wonderful in some areas and destroyed by hurricanes in other areas….but still alive with activity.  We saw lots of different types of coral (elkhorn, staghorn, brain, pineapple, touch or candycane, star and sea fan), sponges, anemones, sea worms, slugs, crustaceans, spotted moray eel, green moray eel and jellyfish.  Got a few jellyfish stings but not the worst kind.  The water was exceptionally clear of silt making viewing excellent.  Too many fish to mention but the ones I learned to ID from books and my Bonaire Reef Creatures card that I saw were: rainbow parrotfish, black durgon, blue parrotfish, blue angelfish, French angelfish, gray angelfish, queen angel, banded butterfly, rock beauty, yellowfin damselfish, reef butterflyfish, banded butterflyfish, palometa, bluehead wrasse, foureye butterflyfish, Bermuda chub. Sergeant major, spotted drum, longspine squirrelfish, blackbar soldier, barracuda, blue tang. spotted trunkfish, scorpionfish, French grunt, trumpetfish, smooth trunkfish, puffer fish & fairy basslet.  We swam through LARGE schools of fish too many to count that went for quite a distant.  The water was never too cold but our wetsuit helped…the suits also helped to keep the sun off of our skin and protect us from jellyfish stings.

We took a morning swim with a company called Captain Mike’s Turtle Time.  A young man borne in Holland took Mike and me to the reef by Klein Bonaire to find the sea turtles.  We had only seen one hawksbill turtle off the reef of Wayaka II.  He found us at least 10 green sea turtles swimming in the reef.  We turned back when the jelly fish got heavy.  He said the jelly fish were the favorite food of the turtles.  This was my last snorkel tour of the trip.  Mike had rented an underwater camera for 5 days from the photo shop at Divi Flamingo Beach Resort called ‘Capture Photo.’ Mike took over 900 underwater photos, many very good shots since underwater photography can be tricky.
We managed to survive the trip with little body damage…a few jellyfish stings, bug bites and sunburn but nothing major.  Had our fill of sea adventures for this year!    If you get tried of the water there are many other island sports available such as wind surfing, hiking, biking, land sailing, birding, boating and eating.  We had a nice time in the town of Rincon when the whole town was hopping and jiving to celebrate Queen’s Day.  I think the whole island was there, singing and having a good time. 
We would recommend this trip to family and friends as it was laid back and relaxing….something for everyone….loved watching the kids at the few beaches we saw.
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